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Alfresco Mobile 
	  

The Rise of the Mobile Workforce 
While the smartphone is now standard equipment in the enterprise, and the tablet — one 
of the fastest growing computing devices in history — is fundamentally changing the way 
that professionals work. 
 
The tablet is no longer merely a window into the Internet, or a mobile email inbox, but has 
become a great medium for consuming enterprise documentation and is fast evolving 
into a tool for creating, editing and collaborating on all of our business critical content.  
 
This is why Alfresco is concentrating on unleashing the power of the tablet, to truly 
mobilize global workforces and increase productivity, efficiency and mobility in all areas 
of the enterprise — let Alfresco Mobile turn your tablet into an enterprise grade mobile 
productivity machine. 
 
The Challenges  
A secure, reliable and flexible solution for working with corporate content has, until 
recently, been hard to find. Users have been bringing their own devices into the 
workplace, and with them they’ve brought consumer file sharing services, or have shared 
content via email. Neither of these approaches is right for the enterprise, and can pose a 
number of challenges to the IT department responsible for managing the organization’s 
content.  
 
Questions arise around security, compatibility, cost, support, corporate network access, 
personal versus private device usage, and eventual retrieval of data, which can make 
tablet adoption seem daunting to some. A solution to these and other potential issues is 
needed to enable enterprises to unleash the power of their employees’ mobile devices — 
and that is where Alfresco Mobile comes in. 
 
The Alfresco Mobile Solution 
The Alfresco Mobile app provides users with access to their Alfresco One on-premise, or 
their Alfresco in the cloud account, and is available for iOS and Android  
 
Alfresco Mobile provides your company with: 

Enhanced User Adoption of Document Management — Mobile access to  
corporate content encourages adoption of document management. 
Increased Levels of Collaboration — Interoperability between individuals  
and teams is made much easier with mobile devices – such as the ability to  
comment on content, amend and upload new versions and share content  
 with users. 
Security & Access Control — The server enforces existing corporate policies,  
only allowing the users access to the content for which they have the necessary  
permission. All data can be permanently encrypted, and only decrypted when 
accessed. Mobile Device Management options available with Good Technology, 
MobileIron and Symantec clients. 
Version Control — The Alfresco document management server serves as  
the source for corporate documents, with full version control and no more  
out-of-date documents. Version history is maintained on the server and accessible 
from within the app, providing an audit trail of changes and the ability to revert back  
to a previous version if required. 
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Benefits of Alfresco Mobile 
include: 
• Mobile access to all cloud 
and on-premise content — 
no need to carry a heavy 
laptop anymore 
• Your business-critical 
content in sync and at your 
fingertips wherever you are. 
• No added per-user costs 
for mobile apps 
• Clean mobile UI with easy 
editing in apps, such as MS 
office or Apple iWork 
• Reliable, customizable 
security options 
• Open-source app, SDK 
and hybrid plug-ins for 
developing new solutions to 
extend Alfresco capabilities 
• MDM options for managed 
deployments 

 



	    Compatibility — The Alfresco Mobile app manages a multitude of file types,  
and popular enterprise documents are easily opened and edited in your  
favorite apps such as MS Office, Keynote, Pages and PDF Expert. By  
having one consistent solution spanning your on-premise, cloud and mobile  
devices, questions of compatibility need never cause any issues. 
Personal vs. Business Device Usage — Alfresco Mobile can help maintain a  
separation between personal and enterprise content. Use Alfresco to share, store 
and collaborate on corporate documents managed securely away from personal 
files. 
Retrieval of data — If an employee leaves your business, you maintain all  
the data within your Alfresco system, so even if they take their device with them, 
you still retain all your valuable content. Site owners can then remove the 
permissions of the ex-employee, and they will no longer have access to the 
content.  Alfresco can also retain an audit trail of all changes made to documents 
by employees or colleagues with whom they collaborate. 
No Added Costs — As a free-to-download mobile app for iOS and  
Android devices, there is no license cost per-user to deploy to one or to tens  
of thousands of users. 
Custom Development Core — Alfresco has released its mobile apps as open 
source projects, that customers or partners can use to jump-start custom app 
development. Developers can gain easy access to the Alfresco public API and 
Mobile SDK at developer.alfresco.com in order to make integration with other 
apps even more accessible, or to build their own custom apps against the 
Alfresco Mobile Platform. 

The Alfresco Mobile application is a constantly evolving 
app that allows users to: 
View: 
• Sync your favorite documents for offline viewing and editing 
• Mark documents to sync from your device or desktop browser 
• View Microsoft Office files, PDF, videos, images, etc. 
• Join, favorite and navigate Alfresco Share™ sites 
• Use full-screen view to present right from your device. 
• View important metadata, including dates, authors, etc. 
• Map the location of geo-tagged photos 
 
Edit: 
• Open documents in other apps for annotation or editing 
• Record, tag, and upload images, video, and audio 
• Send documents to Alfresco Mobile from apps such as  

Microsoft Office, Mail or QuickEdit 
• Create folders and upload documents 
• Create and edit simple text documents right from the app 
 
Collaborate: 
• Send documents for review and approval to multiple colleagues at once 
• Create tasks for yourself or delegate with a few taps 
• View an activity feed from your collaborators, with direct link to their updated 

documents 
• Comment on documents and view comments from others 
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Alfresco helps teams share, manage and retain content across the extended enterprise with  
simplicity that end users love and smarts that IT can endorse. Alfresco enables 
organizations in more than 180 countries to collaborate more effectively, improve business 
process efficiency and ensure information governance. Across cloud, mobile, hybrid and 
on-premise environments, Alfresco is smart enterprise content made easy.  
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• Easily email documents directly from the app 
• Track document versions 
 
Security: 
• Connect to your Alfresco repository using your Alfresco log-in credentials 
• Safely exchange data over HTTPS 
• Protect your data with Full time data encryption option 
 

The Alfresco Approach 
 
Smartphones and tablets are emerging as groundbreaking tools that make things easier, 
quicker and more mobile in enterprise. 
 
At Alfresco, we have developed mobile apps for iOS and Android devices, making our unique 
ECM features available to mobile workers using the most popular tablet and smartphone 
devices. Beyond those apps, Alfresco also makes an open source version available (unique 
in the industry) to help your company get started building its own specialized version, the 
Alfresco Mobile SDK is also available for integrations or to build your own app from the 
ground up, we also propose hybrid plug-ins for Appcelerator to get you started using 
Javascript and HTML skills, and from any device a touch optimized Alfresco Share is 
accessible via a browser. 
 

Download Alfresco Mobile 
for iOS at the iTunes App 

Store. 

 
 
 

Download Alfresco Mobile 
for Android at Google Play. 

 
 
 

Visit our Developer pages at 
developer.alfresco.com, 
where you will be able to 

download the Alfresco API 
and Mobile SDK to start 

working Alfresco integration 
into your own apps 

Version history interface 
in the Alfresco Mobile for 
Android app. Revert back 
to any previous version in 
moments. 

Initiate review and approve workflow, assign to 
one or more assignees, and complete tasks using 
your iPad. 


